














Zionism: A political and cultural movement that emerged in 
late 19th century Europe and developed further in the Land of 
Israel, that held that:

1. Jews constituted a national group (not only a religion)
2. Jews should be recognized and given political rights, national 

autonomy, or sovereignty on the basis of this national status.
3. The location in which Jews should get this autonomy and/or 

sovereignty should be the Land of Israel 

(Zion is a biblical term for Jerusalem)



Mizrahi (“Eastern”) 
Jews:
From Palestine, 
Iraq, Syria, Egypt, 
Iran

Ashkenazi 
(“German”) Jews:
From Russia, 
Poland, Germany

Sephardi (“Spanish”) 
Jews: Jews displaced 
from Spain in 1492. 
From Turkey, North 
Africa, Greece, etc.

The 
Jewish 
World



Leon Pinsker, Auto-Emancipation, 
1882

“The great ideas of the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries have not passed us by 
without leaving a trace. We feel not only as 
Jews; we feel as men. As men, we, too, wish 
to live and be a nation as the others. And if 
we seriously desire that, we must first of all 
extricate ourselves from the old yoke, and 
rise manfully to our full height. We must first 
of all desire to help ourselves and then the 
help of others is sure to follow.”



Theodor Herzl: 
Zionism as a Solution to Antisemitism

Source: Herzl, the Jewish State 
(1896)

“The Jewish Question still exists, it 
would be foolish to deny it. It exists 
wherever Jews live in perceptible 

numbers. Where it does not yet exist, it 
will be brought by Jews in the course of 

their migrations.”

“Let the sovereignty be granted us over 
the portion of the globe large enough to 
satisfy the requirements of the nation--
the rest we shall manage for ourselves.”

















PLO
Palestine Liberation Organization

Founded in 1964 with the goal of liberating 
Palestine through armed struggle.  They 
represent the worldwide community of 

Palestinians and negotiate on their behalf.

Palestinian Authority
Founded in 1994 by the Oslo Accords 
to govern parts of Gaza and the West 
Bank until a permanent agreement is 

established.  It is an agency of the PLO 
led by a directly-elected president 

who appoints a government and must 
have the support of the elected 

legislative council.  In 2006, the PA 
was ousted from the Gaza Strip by 

Hamas who won the local elections.
Mahmoud Abbas is the president of 

the PA.  He was elected in 2005 to a 4 
year term.  There have been no 

elections since.
Al-Fatah

Among the founders were Yasser Arafat & 
Mahmoud Abbas.   The organization is a 

secular nationalist political group with the 
original goal of armed resistance against 

Israel.  They became part of the PLO in the 
1960s.





Hamas:
Harakat al-Muqawama 

al-Islamiya



























2020 Update:
Abraham Accords 

signed that normalized 
relations between 

Israel and UAE, 
Morocco, Bahrain and 

Sudan.



2020 Update:
Abraham Accords 

signed that normalized 
relations between 

Israel and UAE, 
Morocco, Bahrain and 

Sudan.










