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Torah Study Text: Genesis 11 :1-9

A After the well-know ' 6-
d ;3 known nNarrative of Noah and the ark in Genesis chapt
an ;
a gem?a ogy of the descendants of Noah in chapter 10, the Tora: et
the narrative of the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11:1-9 Thi’s is the b'bll? re:ents
Ti :1-9. iblica

sccount of the creation of different languages and the Scattering of different peoples h
across the

face of the earth.
Read the Hebrew below to see how many of the words you can recognize. This passage does

contain words, Hebrew roots, and grammatica] concepts that have not yet been introduced
Underline or circle the words, roots, endings, and prefixes that you already know. |
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o1 thic U+
neath each word. Using your knowledge

i nslate t
' ded below, tra
nings of the words provi . !
Wik o ines follow1ng the tex
been introdu

e WSS

. int
his passage .
This selection includes some grammati-

ced. You will need to rely, in part, on

o clear English sentences.

Write your translation on the 1

t
cal forms and vocabulary that have not y¢€

the translations provided. )
' momhy oy

o g DR 1Y YRS, D) M
7”?1 :D -TrJ'g L the earth/ a_u and [.it]

one Iaﬂguage

and [it] one and words/ land was
_— speech
-
ow pia nypl WYED DTPR oyen
Ry . Zun ;1 valley/ they from  in/with their
Shinar in la plain found east journeying/
migrating

TS 2 T A SO 2 250 N = ' = V74

3 =
TIT

come his companion/ to man and they said  there  and they
neighbor settled/dwelt

T MRYT OT7 WM nowh m9awn b b

T

for the brick  for  and [it] to and let us bricks

let us
stone them  was burning burn

make

TY W T M vk
city forus et ug
build

2P =y A Uy B

for mortar for them was  and the
bitumen

come and they
said
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Vocabulary

Locate each of the following words in the Torah Study Text: Genesis 11:1-9.
onem - TN
one - algh
friend, companion, fellow,

neighbor m — e

stone f - .l : N
ity f - oy
head, top, beginning m i wiNA
there — o

Notes on the Vocabulary
1. In Hebrew, the word “one” acts as an adjective, with four forms:

fpl ni-ﬂjfg m pl D"!UI‘S fsg NMON  msg N

The plural forms can sometimes be translated as “a few” or “some.”

2. The word V") has a range of meanings. The idiom TWTY...WK, which appears in our Torah
Study Text in verses 3 and 7, can be translated as “one...another.”

The basic meaning of the root 2~W™ is “sit,” “settle,” or “dwell.” This
root follows the Bl B 1M participle pattern. The following are the four par-

:‘w" ticiple forms:
fpl NTJWV m pl D’:WT’ fsg n:wT’ m sg :‘UT)

The perfect and imperfect forms can be found in the verb charts in the back of the book.
The root 2~/ appears only once in this chapter’s Torah Study Text:

(verse 2) :
oW 12w

and they settled/dwelt there =

- '-’ .
e following words, both ancient and modern, are derived from the root AW, The first

0t letter 3 drops out in some words formed from this root.
UKD AU

chairperson aa
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population, settlement

il isg)
sedentary =
sitting, residence, session,
yeshivah (Jewish religious L
academy) - ik
_ pkhi\iz)
colonization
seat, abode, residence', B U
moshav (cooperative settlement) .
- AWNn
settler ®
; o AWM
resident, inhabitant, sojourner L
nay
seat, dwelling e i
base, pedestal, chassis (of a vehicle) — n:‘lu.ﬂ-\
The basic meaning of the root ™"1"2 is “build.” This root follows the
é k B W8 participle pattern. It is slightly irregular, because the final root let.
' . '
ﬂ': ; ter is 11, which disappears in some verb forms. The following are the four
\

participle forms:
fpl M2 m pl D’J_‘la fsg Tm: m sg T'm:
The perfect and imperfect forms can be found in the verb charts in the back of the book.

The root i1-1"2 appears three times in our Torah Study Text, in verses 4, 5, and 8:

(verse 4)

Come, let us build for us a city

- TV 0PN T

(verse 5)

that the children of humankind had
built

S =1 R R

(verse 8)

they ceased to builq the city

— Ayt rinb oI

i
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. following words, both ancient and modern, are derived from the root 71°1™2. The last
Jetter | T drops out in some words formed from this root.
)0

structure, building

R
puilt-up — tbhin!
construction — AR
structure, formation, format — =1 N
structural - thimla!
Yavneh (ancient city—Jewish center

after the fall of Jerusalem) - maY

model, pattern, image

- nMan



4. Read and traﬁslate the following groups of words.

210 VI b

v X

W 0T

Y7 3

DXt 1A WK
0793 WA

YT WXA

DR WK

ow .

DT OW

DY WK DT
own

OWn TN

MR UK,

nnX MK

LAY

X o

DTN O

DWANT WK

79T JAK .

N1y oK
NINK 073K

R7237 MY .

pI¥T Y

TR MY
YT T

oMy 2T

5. Identify the root of each of the following participles, and whether the participle form is
masculine or feminine, singular or plural. Translate the meaning of the root.

m/f

sing/pl Translation

Participle

o7ia

oWy

giiiy

mpmliZgl
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